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The novel gammaretrovirus xenotropic murine leukemia
virus-related virus (XMRV) was identified in human
prostate cancer tissue in 2006, confirmed in 2009 and
later linked to a second human condition chronic fati-
gue syndrome, CFS. These investigations, all carried out
in the US, have not been reproduced in Europe or in
China.
We found no evidence for XMRV infection in CFS.
Moreover, we failed to find evidence of XMRV infection
in UK prostate cancer patients and in prostate cancer
tissue taken from patients in India, Korea, Thailand and
Japan, or in cancers other than that of the prostate.
Our UK CFS patients were consistently XMRV-free.
We did, however, generate false-positive results from
prostate cancer patient tissue, despite the fact that the
no-template controls in our PCR were consistently
negative and the PCR for murine mitochondrial DNA
was often also negative.
Sources of this contamination will be discussed in our
presentation.
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